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Shiloh series (1992) 
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

When Marty Preston comes across a young 
beagle in the hills behind his home, it's love at 
first sight -- and also big trouble. It turns out the 
dog, which Marty names Shiloh, belongs to 
Judd Travers, who drinks too much and has a 
gun -- and abuses his dogs. So when Shiloh 

runs away from Judd to Marty, Marty just has to hide him and 
protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret becomes too big for 
him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family… 
 
Lexile 890, Reading Level 4.4 

Artemis Fowl series (2001) 
Eoin Colfer 

Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a brilliant 
criminal mastermind, but even he does not know 
what he has taken on when he kidnaps fairy 
Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. These 
fairies are armed and they are dangerous. 
 

Lexile 600-800, Reading Level 5.0 

Gregor the Overlander series (2003) 
Suzanne Collins 

When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old 
sister are pulled into a strange underground world, 
they trigger an epic battle involving men, bats, rats, 
cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold 
by ancient prophecy.  
 

Lexile 690, Reading Level 4.8 

Stormbreaker Alex Rider series 
(2007) 

Anthony Horowitz 
After the death of the uncle who had been his 
guardian, Alex is coerced to continue his uncle's 
dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency. 
 
 

Lexile 670-780, Reading Level 5.1 

Holes (1998) 
Louis Sachar 

As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which 
they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, 
Stanley is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the 
Texas desert. 
 
Lexile 660, Reading Level 4.6 

Because of Winn-Dixie (2000) 
Kate DiCamillo 

The summer Opal and her father, the preacher, 
move to Naomi, Florida, Opal goes into the 
Winn-Dixie supermarket--and comes out with a 
dog. A big, ugly, suffering dog with a sterling 
sense of humor. A dog she dubs Winn-Dixie. 
 

Lexile 670, Reading Level 3.9 

Summer of the Monkeys (1992) 
Wilson Rawls 

A fourteen-year-old Ozark Mountain boy attempts to 
recapture monkeys escaped from a traveling circus. 
 
Lexile 810, Reading Level 4.8 

My Side of the Mountain (1988) 
Jean Craighead George 

Written in the form of a diary, this story relates 
the days of a young boy in the Catskill 
Mountains. 
 
Lexile 810, Reading Level 5.2 

The False Prince Ascendance series 
(2012) 

Jennifer A. Neilson 
In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman 
engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be 
selected to impersonate the king's long-missing 
son in an effort to avoid a civil war. 

 
Lexile 710, Reading Level 5.1 

Bubble (2017) 
Stewart Foster 

Orphaned eleven-year-old Joe lives in a hospital 
due to his autoimmune disease, interacting only 
with his sister, an American boy with the same 
illness, and medical staff while dreaming of being 
a superhero. 
 

Lexile 540, Reading Level 3.6 
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